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Everyone who’s watched an episode of Project Runway knows about Mood Fabrics. The
company is known for having a huge inventory of beautiful and unique textiles. Michelle
Jonason started her career in the garment industry after graduating from the University of Rhode
Island with a degree in TMD. Following graduation, she began working at Dyersburg Fabrics in
their New York City office. They also have a mill in Dyersburg, Tennessee. The mill produces
knit fabrics like jerseys and fleece. As a colorist, she was responsible for communicating
between the mills and the New York office. Her job as a colorist was a crucial role in fabric
production. Since then, she has been in the garment industry for 27 years in many different roles.
Michelle worked for the designer Nanette Lepore for 17 years. She started with the
quality control team and worked her way up at the company. Nanette Lepore is a contemporary
designer. Her price range is between couture and ready-to-wear. The brand did their production
domestically in the garment center in New York City. Michelle oversaw the garments being
made in these factories. Things like the measurements and sewing are important to the sizing and
quality of the garments. Michelle gained more responsibilities and got the title of Director of
Manufacturing. Nanette Lepore had its first runway show in 2000 and gained in popularity at an
enormous rate. At one point the company was growing at a rate of 40% a year. The production
team expanded because of this, and Michelle now had people working under her to handle the
daily check-ins at the manufacturers. During the peak of the brand, they were producing 55,000
garments a month, and Michelle was responsible for their production.
In 2012, Michelle decided to take a break from Nanette Lepore and explore working with
other companies. During this time, she worked with Alice + Oliva and two other brands. While
working for these designers she was still only dealing with domestic production. She returned to
Nanette Lepore in 2014. Sales began to decline, and the brand decided that they were going to
close prior to the pandemic. Michelle began her job search. She left the company in February
2020 and began working at Amanda Uprichard who is also a contemporary designer. At this new
job, Michelle was responsible for overseas production. She had to check with manufacturers in
China and plan deliveries. The pandemic greatly impacted this workflow because everything was
shut down. When she’d call regarding shipments, she was told that they were closed, or their
employees couldn’t work. No products were being shipped out of China at the start of the
pandemic. Michelle only stayed at this job for one month because there wasn’t much to do.
At Mood Fabrics, Michelle is the buyer of all the fabrics in the Mood store. They have
two types of fabrics sold at Mood. The first kind is close-out fabrics that are excess fabric bought
from designers. Brands typically wait at least a year before selling their extra fabrics. The second
kind is reorderable fabrics that are purchased from mills all around the world.
From watching Project Runway, it is clear how important Michelle’s job is at Mood
Fabrics. She must use her exceptional knowledge of the garment industry to select the fabric for
Mood. Michelle showed a side to the fashion industry that isn’t always highlighted. She allowed
us to see inside the places where the garments are being made and gain a better understanding of
the fast-paced world of the fashion industry.

